
Muslims from India emigrated to Mauritius in the early part of the nineteenth century and that included 
those from the village Barbodhan. This is a brief profile of a few. 

Goolam Mahomed Dawoojee Atchia 

Moomtaz Emrith in his book “ A History of Muslims in Mauritius” writes the following about Goolam 
Mahomed Dawoojee Atchia (GMDA). In the preface it states “ I was privileged to benefit from the vast 
knowledge and experience of the late GMDA, who not only provided me with his own encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the history of the Muslims in Mauritius of which he himself was, as a prominent political 
leader of the Muslims for many years, front rank player but also at my disposal his fabulous personal 
library to do my research. Atchia, who was at the time at the dusk of his life, showed tremendous interest 
in the book. However, he would not live to see its publication. He passed away a few months earlier. 

On page 173-174 Emrith writes of the contribution made by GMDA. 

GMDA was born on August 27 1890 and died on November 15 1966. 

GMDA was always at the forefront of all Muslim cultural, religious and social activities. He played a 
conspicuous and very significant role in the education programmes of the Muslims in Mauritius. 

GMDA held several important positions related to education in the Muslim Community. He was for several 
years the manager of the Surtee Sunnee Mohammedan Aided School and of the Muslim High School. He 
was a founding member of the Muslim Education Society and assumed the Chairmanship of the Muslim 
Education Authority. GMDA was also a member of the Government Education Advisory Committee which 
was responsible for the primary school curriculum in Mauritius. In 1932 whilst in London as special 
representative of the Muslim community of Mauritius, he made representations to the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies on the possibility of establishing a government secondary school for girls. Some 20 years 
later the first secondary school for girls opened in Mauritius.   

In 1938 GMDA became the first Muslim Mayor of city of Port Louis. GMDA had been a municipal 
councillor for over 16 years and it literally bogs the mind why it took so long for him to be chosen as 
Mayor. GMDA had been deputy mayor for 6 years. 

Other Barbodhians 

The town of Rose Hill is about 20 minutes drive form Port Louis. Muslim settled here in 1835. In 1863, the 
number of Muslims grew in the town to an appreciable size to warrant the need for a mosque for them to 
practise their religion and culture. The same year, Ismael Jeewa, a trader who was also very learned and 
pious Muslim, acquired, on behalf of the Muslims of Rose Hill, a plot of land on Remono Street and built a 
small mosque for the community. 

In the years 1893, 1912 and 1915, Hajee Ibrahim Sulliman Atchia (ISA), a prominent businessman and 
an influential member of the Rose Hill Muslim congregation, bought, on behalf of the Muslim community, 
several plots of land adjacent to the mosque and made the latter’s expansion possible. ISA was for many 
years also the Mutawalli of the mosque. Besides being a trader and a pioneering industrialist he was also 
a great philanthropist. He took an active interest in the religious and cultural well being of his fellow 
Muslims and contributed extensively both in time and money, to promote social and cultural growth. 

Ahmed S Jeewa (Municipal Councillor) 

Abdul Kader Kala (Gifted cartoonist whose political cartoons made the morning daily L’Express) 

 


