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My father (Haroon Patel) arrived to the UK from Barbodhan in the late 1950's. He got married in the UK and had five children. My father and my uncle (Abdool Gani Patel) started selling seafood (fish and prawns) door to door in various towns in Lancashire in the mid 70's. This led to my uncle getting involved in the restaurant business in the Isle of man and also now
in Preston and Chorley. The restaurants are now a family run business.

I decided against going in the restaurant trade. I got a Law degree at University of Central Lancashire and then a Master of Philosophy degree at Lancaster University.

After passing the Diploma in Legal Practice at Manchester Metropolitan University, I entered the legal profession and qualified as a solicitor in 1997. I presently do immigration law and employment law at Preston & Western Lancashire Racial Equality Council.

In 1998 I was elected as a Labour Councillor for the Fishwick ward at Preston Borough Council. I believe I am the first Barbodhan origin councillor elected in the UK. One of the reasons I stood for election was, firstly a lifelong interest in politics but also to get more Asians and people from ethnic background to get involved in the political process and stand for elections. At present Preston have 4 ethnic minority borough councillors, 2 county councillors and an MP.

I suppose my legal and academic background helped to get nominated as a candidate for the council and once elected I have served on various committees. I have been Vice Chair of Personnel, Equal Opportunities, and Audit committees at various times and was also a chair of the Personnel (Regrading) Committee. I also serve outside organisations such as the Preston Community Health Council and Preston Council for Voluntary Services.

In 2002 I hope to stand again for re-election, as my first term will end. I hope by that time there would be more Asian councillors in the North West, and few more from Barbodhan.

I am married to Halima Rawat, daughter of Mohammed Hanif Eusoof Rawat, who is profiled in the website and have one daughter.


