
Haroon Suleman Raja 

Interview with Haroon Suleman Raja [HSR] (DOB 04/05/30) on 10/07/2003. 

HSR’s father was born in Mauritius and thus had British Passports from there. HSR arrived in 

England from Rangoon, Burma on the 27th September 1964. He came with his whole family, 

including wife and children. The children included 3 boys and two girls. The boys were Abdul 

Rauf, Salim, Moosa and girls were Khatija and Salma. The youngest son Yahya was born in 

Bolton in 1966. 

 

HSR’s first address he lived at was 35 Delph Street. This property was owned by Murhoom 

Ahmed Patel. The whole family stayed here for a few days before renting property at 31 

Ramwell Street. This property was owned by Yacoob Ali (Rander). A short while later the family 

moved to another rented property at 9 Riley Street. 

In 1965 HSR bought his first property at 30 Gibbon Street, Bolton. The house cost between 

£450 and £500. The house was paid for by cash as he had been saving up over the last year or 

so. 

 

When asked if he missed Burma or India he replied “not really we got quite quickly accustomed 

to life here and were looking to the future”. 

Some 7 days after arriving on these shores HSR found his first job at Greenshaw Cotton Mill, 

Halliwell Road, Bolton. His start date here was 5th October 1964 and he was paid £4.50 per 

week. He was the only Barbodhian working there. This was a night shift starting from 7.00pm till 

7.00am.  

 

A few months later he worked at Platt Saco Lewell on Bridgman Place and started working here 

on 1st March 1965. 

 

On the 13th December 1965 HSR started working at Allied Iron Founders near Ashton Under 

Lyne. It was a fair distance to travel from Bolton but he used to get the 6.00am bus from Bolton. 

The reason for the change in job was because this was better paid and the work was during the 

daytime and not nightshift. 

 

HSR is quite famous for his “Adhans” which is where the Muezzin calls the faithful Muslim for 

prayers at the mosque. I asked him when he started calling the Adhans at Zakaria Mosque. His 

answer was from the very first time the mosque was opened in 1967. To date in 2003 this made 

it 36 years. A phenomenal feat for which he will be rewarded in the hereafter. 

HSR remembers his first Eid namaz at a building next to or in the Derby Street Girls School. It 

was Qari Bobat who led the prayers on that occasion. He also remembers participating in Eid 

prayers at the YMCA/Spinners Hall. Thereafter regular Eid prayers were held at the Town Hall 

before moving on to Silverwell Street Sport Centre, Bolton.  

 

HSR’s sons have been instrumental in setting up the first football and cricket teams in Bolton. 

Namely Abdul Rauf Raja who was the kingpin at Deane at the Derby Cricket Club set up, and 

Salim Raja and Moosa Raja who for many years were both involved in playing for and running 

the likes of Emmanuel FC and Deane and Derby FC. It probably runs in the family as HSR 

himself was a keen sportsman in Burma regularly playing cricket and badminton. 


