
Hafiz Haroon Hussain Atcha 
Interview with Hafiz Haroon Hussain Atcha [HHA] (DOB 25/12/30) on 22/08/2004 

 

HHA left his village of Barbodhan just after partition in 1947/48 and left to work in Karachi. Most 
people of his age group were still in Barbodhan. 
HHA received a loan from the company that he used to work for to pay for the flight ticket. HAA 
used to work as a salesman for Pak Wool Mill, which was owned by Murhoom Ebrahim Ismail 
Atcha. 
 
HHA came to England via Karachi on the 17th July 1962. He flew to Heathrow Airport and the 
ticket cost him 1300 rupees. At the time you would have got 13 rupees for £1 and so the sterling 
equivalent cost him £130. At a time when the average wage was about £7, this was relatively 
expensive.  
 
HHA came to Bradford from Heathrow Airport. He came along with Abdul Hamid Atcha and was 
driven to Bradford in a coach by a Pakistani driver. The one-way trip cost him around £1. His 
destination was 13 St Andrews Place owned by a Tamil called Mr Somloo. 
 
On their arrival at St Andrews Place, Abdul Hamid Atcha went and knocked on the door, which 
was opened by Murhoom Dawood Ahmed Patel. But Mr Atcha did not recognise this person and 
because the conversation took place in Urdu, Mr Patel did not realise his visitor was Gujerati 
and turned away Mr Atcha and said that it was a wrong address. Abdul Hamid came back and 
said to HHA that this was the wrong address. HHA then tried himself and because he had 
recognised Dawood Patel knew it was the correct address. They both went back and it was the 
right address.  
 
HHA stayed here for one night and the next day set off for Preston where his brother, Dawood 
Hussain Atcha, was. A Janab came to collect him. 
 
HHA stayed as a lodger, like his brother in Peel Street and Malt Street, Preston for a while. 
 
HHA and others looked in vain for work. On one occasion HHA and other Barbodhians were at 
Ebrahim Atcha’s place in 112 London Road. Ismail Limaliya came in and said that the 
Employment Exchange was looking for workers. So off they went, HHA, Sikander Ghanchi, 
Murhoom Suleman Ghanchi and Murhoom Ebrahim Ghanchi. When they got to the Employment 
Exchange they were given details about the work, which was collecting potatoes in a farm. They 
were given an address in Cleveleys. With little command of the English language they found 
difficulty in locating this place and were eventually guided there by a postman. 
 
The farm was about 100 acres big and between the four them in the space of 4-5 hours they 
had collected about 500 bags of potatoes. It was hard work and then it started to rain, so the 
farmer came to collect them and asked them not to work in the rain. For a three days work the 
pay was £1 and 7 shillings. The pay was pittance, as the employment exchange office would 
have given them £2 and 8 shillings. By the time they had paid their bus fare they were only 
making a few shillings. It was not worth it. So all the men left and did not go back unaware of the 
fact that because they were willingly leaving their jobs they would not be eligible to claim 
benefits for 6 weeks.  
 



After this brief encounter HHA could not find jobs so he came to Bolton. This was in 1963 where 
there were other Barbodhians already here and they were Murhoom Ahmed Patel, Murhoom 
Issac Atcha, Ahmed Suleman Atcha and Ismail Suleman Atcha. 
 
The first house he lived in was at 29 Cannon Street, Bolton. There were 8 lodgers living here at 
the time and three Barbodhians, including HHA, Ahmed Suleman Atcha and Ismail Suleman 
Atcha.  
 
HHA’s first job was in FS Shorrock, which was situated in between Bolton and Bury. He worked 
here for between 6-8 months. His job was to cut pieces of cloth and he got paid £7 18 shillings. 
He also had to work overtime on Saturday to get this wage. 
 
He then went on to work at Kearsley Mill, which was a cotton factory where his role was a set 
weigher. At the time he was still living in Cannon Street. 
 
In 1966 HHA’s wife Rabia Bibi Atcha came from India. 
 
Also in 1966 HHA purchased his first home, which was 35 Cross Ormrod Street. His wife and 
family still reside at this address. HHA had saved up some money and obtained a private 
mortgage to purchase this house. Both Mr and Mrs Atcha said that they had come to view the 
house with Dawood Ahmed Kala. The house cost HAA £670. 
 
At the time there were no mosques in Bolton, but a house was being used in Walter Street for 
prayer purposes. Abdul Hamid Atcha used to give Adhanns as well. He remembers the 
collection for the Zakaria Mosque. 
 
HHA and his companions all used to fend for themselves by making their own food before their 
families arrived. Halal chicken and meat was passed on by Ebrahim Dalal and others, until 
Murhoom Mohammed Atcha opened a shop on Deane Road.  
HHA went to a Darul-ul loom called Dhabhel in 1942, which was near Navsari in the Surat 
District of Gujarat. There were other Barbodhians at the Darul- ul loom as well. From here in 
1945 he went to Jamiah Hussainya, which was in near by Rander. At this stage he was three 
quarters Hafiz, but then he left for Pakistan in 1947. 
Left in a state of limbo, in the year 1970 he decided that he wanted to achieve his aim of 
becoming a Hafiz. So he embarked on another effort to become Hafiz and by 1975 he had 
achieved his aim. That year he went back to Barbodhan and led the prayers at Taraweeh. 
Under the auspices and guidance of HHA there have been 28 children in Bolton who have gone 
through Ashrafia mosque who themselves have become Hafiz. 
Hafiz (Hifz) - the Arabic root of this word is Hafiza, which means to memorize. In the religious 
sense, Muslims try to memorize the whole Qur'an. Any person who achieves this task is called 
Hafiz. A Hafiz is recognized by his community and is given certain privileges. There are millions 
of Muslims who make Hifz of the whole Qur'an each year and HHA is the only person featured 
in this booklet who is Hafiz. 
Taraweeh - is derived from the Arabic root word, raaha, which means to rest, relax and use as 
recreation. It is so called because the believers used to prolong it. After every four raka'ats they 
would stop for rest and relaxation and resume until taraweeh was complete. Taraweeh prayers 
are nightly prayers in Ramadan where there is a complete recitation on the holy Quran over the 
blessed month. 
Masha Allah 


