
Alimahs

Background

In the Islamic faith, a well-read, educated woman is referred to as an alimah. Her religious 

knowledge and cultural sophistication accords her respect among her peers, as well as their 

acceptance of her recitation of the Quran, intrinsic analysis of Islamic jurisprudence and 

deep understanding of the traditions of our beloved Prophet (s.a.w.). These traditional 

Muslim women can be traced back to Ayesha (r.a.), the beloved wife of the Prophet 

Mohammed (p.b.u.h) and later to Ayesha bint Talal who shared much of her knowledge of 

astronomy, literature and history with scholarly men during the period of the Caliphate of 

Damascus.

The Muslim name of Alimah means “woman of learning, scholar, female priest”. Technically, 

it refers to a female who has devoted a number of years in learning religious knowledge. 

During this time she would have covered Arabic linguistics, grammar, syntax, Islamic 

jurisprudence, the Islamic legal system, the tafseer (exegesis) of the Quran and the 

understanding of the ahadith (traditions) of the beloved Prophet Mohammed (p.b.u.h). This 

would then equip her to serve the social, spiritual and religious need of the Muslim female 

community. As previously mentioned, these women priests can be traced back to Ayesha 

(r.a.) whilst other religions were recently still debating whether female priests should be 

allowed in their religion. 

On Sunday the 12th September 2004 in the Quebec Hall, Quebec Street, Bolton, a 

graduation ceremony was held for 18 Alimahs who had graduated from Bolton madressas. 

Congratulations to all the 18 young women and their parents. Of the 18 graduates 5 were of 

Barbodhan background.

Hadrat Maulana Yusuf Motala gave a bayaan and made dua’s for all. 

They were:-

Mr and Mrs Mohammed Seedat (nee Khatija Jeewa) - daughter Alimah Afifah 
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Mr and Mrs Mohammed Ali Umar Patel – daughter Alimah Hanifa

- daughter Alimah Asma

Mr and Mrs Hafiz Yunus Ahmed Patel – daughter Alimah Khadija

Mr and Mrs Imtiaz Atcha – daughter Alimah Shamima

Acknowledgements to Maulana Mohammed Mulla for the background to this article.
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